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With traditional overseeding we knew we had a 
problem to solve….



Does this make sense for 
us in the transition 

zone???



HGT Bluegrass Persistent PR Creeping bentgrass

2011: 
Introduction of new varieties changed the level of 

KB turf performance in the ‘Transition Zone’

• Fast Germ 
• Quick establishment / Aggressive
• Traffic tolerant / Quick to recover
• Summer Patch Resistant
• Early Spring Green‐up
• Virtually no thatch production
• Competitive with bermudagrass 
• A key component to ‘Bluemuda’ puzzle?

2012: Bluemuda
experiment begins!





Control Polymer Coated Urea

Photo taken Jan. 11 (2 months after fertilizing)
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Photo taken June 28 (7 months after initial fertilizing, 8 months after seeding)
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Photo taken Dec. 2 (13 months after initial fertilizing, 14 months after seeding)
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Brinkman Traffic Simulator





Bermuda only BluemudaBluemuda



Bluegrasses
Tall fescues
Bulbous bluegrass



Which bluegrass 
to use?



What about annual bluegrass?

Xonerate 2SC
2 apps 6 oz/A
200 GDD



Benefits I’ve Witnessed…

• Improved year‐round color
• Traffic tolerance
• Reduced recovery time
• Spring cover
• Increased density
• Reduced fungicides (over KBG alone)
• Ability to stripe
• Cheaper than overseeding



Future Research/Concerns 

• Quicker establishment
• TF?

• Fall cover 
• KBG → bluemuda
• Weed control



On The 
Course!

• Transition vs No Transition
• Aesthetics
• Disease/Poa/other weeds
• Cultural/Chem/Fert
• Costs



Transition vs 
No Transition

• Winter/Spring
• Annual/P. Rye
• Dormancy

• No Transition
• Year Round Turf



Battlefield Golf Course, Richmond, KY

















On The 
Course! • Disease/Poa/other weeds



• Poa Control

• Xonerate

• Paclobutrazole





On The Course • Cultural/Chem/Fert



• HOC= .75”‐1”

• Mowing Patterns

• Aerification – move up or back

• Verticut‐if possible



Chem/Fert

• Fert‐Spring/Fall, summer slow release/foliar

• PGR’s

• Fungicides



On The 
Course!

• Costs



Cost!

• Already Overseed?  Little to no 
increase in cost of seed or 
program.   

• Don’t Overseed‐only initial seed 
cost then little to no increase

• *Reseed
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