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Perception of Golf and the Environment

The case against golf
Ben Adler

The game bores most people senseless, so why are so many of the planet's

resources dedicated to it?

Bore! A practice round at the US Open this week. Photograph: Gene J Puskar/AP.

As the golf world gears up for the final stages of the US Open this weekend, and
the rest of the world yawns, it is worth pausing to consider what a pernicious
phenomenon golf truly is. No, this is not a diatribe about the game's elitism, its
sexism, how frustrating it is to play, boring it is to watch, or how silly its outfits
and traditions are - though all of that is true. Those are all normative points, and,
to varying degrees, reasonable people can differ on their merits.

But the serious case against golf is empirical, and undeniable. That is its
environmental impact. The construction and maintenance of golf courses is
harmful to fragile ecosystems the world over. Its proliferation as the international
pastime of the leisure class is multiplying the problem, and its approval by
governments and societies epitomises the wasteful and scurrilous approach to
development that is replicated in miniature on millions of suburban lawns.
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Phosphorus Soll Test Callbratlon
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Soil cores taken from three greens and analyzed by a
highly reputable laboratory



A Interpretation of results (11 pages)

I Organic matter is low

I Exchangeable calcium iIs high, and soluble
calcium is low

I Magnesium is low (both)
I Potassium is low (both)
I Zinc Is low (both)

| Manganese iIs low (both)
I Copper is low (both)

I Iron is low (both)
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