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NationalJournal LeapersHip councie LEGISLATIVE FORECAST FOR THE 115™ CONGI

The Legislative Agenda for 2017

Key dates and prospective items on the legislative agenda in 115" Congress

Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
* Beginningof : DNC * Debt * Approps: : G7 : SCOTUS ' G20 © Congress ! : Endof FY : Flection
: 115t : chair © limit : Deadline meeting * termends : summit : onsummer : : 2017 : day
Congress election expires to pass a recess : : :
: . . new CR :
. Presidential
inauguration Trump’s
: : 100% day
* ACA:Endof : * in office
open enroll. : : :
. period

Possible actions, timing unknown

Affordable Care Act: President-elect Donald Trump and Congressional Republicans have promised to repeal and replace Obamacare

Conflict in Iraq & Syria: Bilateral talks between the U.S. and Russia broke down in early October 2016; unclear when or if they will restart

Cybersecurity: In the 115%™ Congress, it is possible that encryption will receive renewed legislative attention

Energy & Environment: Negotiations for a comprehensive energy bill are expected to resume in the 115" Congress

Financial Regulation: House Finance Committee Chairman Hensarling has signaled that he will release an updated version of the CHOICE Act

Immigration: Trump and Congress may invoke a 2006 law authorizing funds for a border wall, pending the appropriations process

Medicare: Congressional Republicans, including Speaker Ryan, have expressed an interested in reforming Medicare and turning it into a “premium support
system

Tax Reform: The Trump administration is likely to prioritize tax reform; Congressional Republicans will address the issue in the 115% Congress

Tech: The Trump administration can undue significant technology regulations, such as net neutrality; however, such topics are subject to judicial challenges
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National]ournal LEADERSHIP COUNCIL SENATE RACES

+ +

°°°°° In 2016, the Republican Party lost one seat but maintained
a 52-48 majority in the Senate | | | ;
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Republican Senate Majority

Republican Senate Majority

Source: Naﬁona? Journal research,EZOI 6.

. December 12, 2016 | Madelaine:Pisani and Libbie Wilcox : : : : : : 0



HOUSE RACES

National]ournal LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
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in 2016 elect

Control of the 114t vs. 115t House

ic gains

t Democrat

Republicans retain control of House;
limi

Independents [_JVacant

I Democrats [ Republicans
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(+ Jine

> 9 @ < > 001747

an CHAVA McKEEL
’0’ GOSAA Director of Gov. Affars.

-'.

> ¢ B < > 001322

MAKE #TUR




R
=
2
Ly
~ =
=T
=







-‘_j

&
;
M
P
f
Ir
r
A
1
".
A
'
o
o
[
0
o
|
,

.~

-

—
..

.

.

_— - —
.. -
AN A N, »



Y TR
| !7 /:?;A; "_’/.,

e
)
Sl )
uf'u

ot —
[}

i

i










Offense & Defense




Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK)
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Government Affairs Team




What It’s All About

Nick Janovich, Oglebay Resort & Conf. Center
Wheeling, West Virginia

Scott Brickley, Bunker Hill Golf Course
Medina, OH

“...to meet with members of
Congress [and their staff] to
spread the word about all
the good our industry does.
From golf’s $70 billion
annual economic impact to
the 2 million jobs it creates,
we aren’t at a loss for talking
points. We have a great
story to tell.” - ccm, May 2016




Ambassador Experiences

Chris Cook, Superintendent
Bailey Ranch Golf Club
Owasso, OK




Ambassador Experiences

Dan Wegener, Superintendent
Elmwood Golf Course
Sioux Falls, SD
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Become A Grassroots
Ambassador Today

GCSAA is taking its government relations
efforts to the next levell With the goal of
matching a member of GCSAA with each
Member of Congress by 2020, we are actively
recruiting Ambassadors interested in building
strong relationships with our nation’s
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& GRASSROOTS AMBASSADORS

G

lawmakers. The program will establish a
network of committed volunteers to serve as
the “go-to” people for policymakers and their
staff on golf course management issues. The
most important thing you can do as a GCSAA
Grassroots Ambassador is share your story,

so sign up today!




By the Numbers

Total # of Ambassadors = 265

Goal for 2017 = 341 (80 or 20 per quarter)

States Completely Full
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Montana,

Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming

Senator pairings = 67/100
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Chava McKeel
Director, Government Affairs

7185-832-3619

cmckeel@gcsaa.org
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| The Future
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GCSA A

Issues Take Action Grassroots Network Resources Compliance

2016 GCSAA Priority Issues Agenda

CLICK HERE to print off a copy of the
entire 2016 GCSAA Priority Issues

For each priority issue, you'll find an informational overview, a GCSAA board-approved Agenda

position statement, current GCSAA activity on the issue, information on official GCSAA
position papers, and information on coalitions in which GCSAA participates.

GCSAA staff uses this agenda to take action on golf course management issues and is guided
by the official GCSAA position statement for each issue.

Americans with Disabilities Act

Fertilizers

Labor and Immigration we wa nt
Pesticides

Value of Golf yo u r

Water Management proaCtive
How The Agenda is Developed IdeaS!

The GCSAA Board of Directors, Government Relations Committee members and staff receive
ongoing feedback on golf course management issues through communication with members,
affiliated chapters (boards, executives, government relations liaisons), regional turfgrass and
green industry coalitions, allied associations, industry partners, university scientists, advocacy
consultants, and government agencies. Input and feedback is also gathered from the GCSAA
Member Needs Assessment, as well as issue-specific member surveys.

Based on this feedback, the GCSAA Government Relations Committee annually develops a
recommended Priority Issues Agenda. While staff actively monitors and takes action on many
issues impacting golf course management, the Priority Issues Agenda outlines the legislative
and regulatory “priorities” for GCSAA — those that are likely to require the greatest amount of
association resources and staff time.

The recommended agenda is submitted to the GCSAA Board of Directors for approval. Upon
approval, the agenda is distributed to members through the GCSAA website and other
association communication vehicles.
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Issues Take Action Grassroots Network Resources Compliance

GCSAA Investigating A Political Action Committee REPORT YOUR GCSAA BOLITICAL

f-l\cE:l-’\I;IEON COMMITTEE FEEDBACK
GCSAA is exploring the launch of a Political Action Committee in the fall of 2017. During 2016, Please offer your feedback on the

Government Affairs staff presented the concept of a GCSAA PAC to the Government Affairs I(?grrrl\?rr:itct)g: CSAA Political Action
Committee, GCSAA Board of Directors and Chapter Delegates and are now seeking feedback ;
from the general membership on a GCSAA PAC.

Before April 15, 2017, please take a few minutes to:

1) Watch the GCSAA PAC videos;
PAC FAQ BROCHURE

GCSAA has created a short Political
Action Committee FAQ brochure.
Please review it before offering your
feedback using the feedback form
at right.

2) Read the Political Action Committee FAQ brochure; and

3) Offer feedback on the 3 questions in our online Feedback Form.

PAC 101 Video

GCSAA PAC FAQ Brochure

We want

What is a PAC? your
GCSAA
PAC

feedback!

Please watch this video to learn more about Political Action Committees in general.



2017 National
Golf Day - we
want your
presence!
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Best Management Practices (BMPs)

Water-Tse Efficiency/Conservation Plan

For Golf Conrzes

Facility BMP Planning Tools Portal
Late 2017
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Guidelinec for Water Quality Enhancement
at Golf Cources Through the Uce of
Best Management Practices

= 3 of states that use BMP Planning Guide to create state BM

GCS#H

Tre Pennsyhvanis Environmenta Council

Funded by:
Fennsyivania Department of Environmental Protection

June 2002

LandSiudies
~

e A T3 OUTPUT Create BMP Planning Guide & Template
. Climi Wk, Unbermity of {rsargin, I — MU
Facility BMP
gy 00 GCSAA and USGA:
INPUT IPM Plan Marketing & Promotion of BMP Template
Course info
e 50ils -  One or all BIMP Grants/
o turf MNW'G”* ; based on user » Other Funding
5 . | anagemen preferences for Research
SPeulEs Plan Scientists
e \water features o Printahlz POFs
. Othe[[
vegetative Drought * Can save
Tidooane Management  records to
Plan allow users to
update Creation of Collaboration with State
Statewide BMPs Agencies/Stakeholders
Measurement Water Guality
Metrics Managemem
o # of users Pian .
o # of plans for i Measurement Metrics
each resource » # of slates that have recognized BMPs by 2020

programs
by 2020!

ind Eddtsan, 2000



WIN-WIN-WIN:
The Importance of Cooperation

Fundamentals of Industry-Agency Cooperation to-produce
Best Management Practices for Environmental Quality, Golfer
Satisfaction, and Financial Return.

Dr. Michael Thomas

26 years with Florida Department of
Environmental Protection
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Why Coordinate with Agencies?

They know the laws, rules and limits, and may have the power to
require, approve and deny, permits. BMPs may be an alternative. A
permit allows limited pollution. BMPs reduce or prevent pollution.

Most agencies would much rather work with you to prevent problems
than to regulate or do enforcement. It is a lot less work for everybody.

Being known as “good guys”. Having frequent contact with
knowledgeable staff really helps when issues arise.

Agency staff are a credible reference source for local governments.
Also, some agencies have funding to publish BMP educational
materials.




Clean Water Act of 1972

Section 303D required states to set Water Quality
Standards, identify impaired waters, and report to EPA.

It also required the setting of Total Maximum Dalily
Loads (TMDLS) and development of Watershed Plans
to restore the waters to their designated uses.

From the mid 1980s to the 2000s EPA was sued for not
enforcing this on the various states. Federal courts
Issued consent orders against EPA and many states.




Why BMPs

During the watershed planning process, USEPA
determined that Best Management Practices, or
BMPs, were most cost-effective option to address
most nonpoint sources of pollution, both agricultural

and urban.

As states are completing TMDLs and developing
watershed plans, industries that do not have BMPs
already In place may find others prescribing BMPs or

permits for them.




BMPs are-

The best ideas of the best superintendents.

Reflective of input from superintendents, design professionals,
university faculty and agency staff

Practical
Economically feasible

Research based

Effective




BMP Benefits

Reduced environmental impacts,

Efficient allocation of financial resources,

Reduced maintenance expenditures,
Improved worker safety,
Improved turf quality and golf outing experiences

Potential for reduced regulatory requirements

*

A




T A e itk
Nonpoint Source Management Programs

Present in all states, Federally funded through CWA Section
319(h) USEPA Grants,

Non-Regulatory,

State water quality agency or agriculture department, may
provide 319h or other funds to publish manuals and for BMP
demonstration sites.

Can act as liaison to other regulatory units and agencies.

https://www.epa.gov/nps/state-contacts-nps-programs-your-area



https://www.epa.gov/nps/state-contacts-nps-programs-your-area

What do agencies need?

Open dialogue — ideas and facts, not positions
Progressive operators with ideas to share

Focus on principles. Many high-end golf courses have
excellent staff with ideas for solutions, or already use them, but
at smaller operations not everybody can afford the best. How
can we make it work for them?

Alglmit problems, we can’t try to solve what we don’t know
about.

Be open to research on your property, agencies need good
data to make good decisions - No Data requires bigger safety
margins.




BMP Approval

Agency staff must be familiarized with golf course operations and
turf management

Agencies may need to approve BMPs based on Best Professional
Judgement

Be involved In earliest discussions about manual development

On-site visits and discussions with superintendents and university
extension about practices and problems.

Participate in workshops and meetings.




Steps in BMP Manual Development

1. ldentify Stakeholders
2. ldentify Steering Committee and Workgroups

3. Create a strawman (very rough 1%t cut, as a
brainstorming aid)

4. Review, comment, revise, edit, - repeat cycle until
satisfied

5. Field test draft BMPs to ensure feasibility




Keys to Success

Focus on solutions, not blame

Operator Buy-in is essential. No BMP can work if not implemented

Define success = more than 80% Implementation? (subject to state
or local regulation)

Best BMP ideas come from industry

Researchers and agency staff can evaluate and refine ideas and
provide data and assistance

Recognize that some BMPs ma¥ require significant capital planning
or long term cultural changes to fu

lly implement




Thank You

For more information, please attend the

BMPs: Why Now

presentation Wednesday at 11:00 am.

at the GIS Exhibit Floor Stage.










Aijlanning, Design, and Const.

Irrigation

surface Water Mlanagement

\Water Quality Monitoring
Nutrient Management

Cultural Practices

2P B e
ntegrated Pest Management
Pesticide Management
Pollinator Protection

Maintenance Operations
_andscape
Energy




Select a guide to create your guide from
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Golf Course BMPs




This Ain’t No Filibuster:
Government Affairs Issues
Briefing

Questions?

GCSAA Government Affairs-T-eam
Dr. Mike Thomas

— Rhett Evans
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