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Republicans retain control of House; 

limit Democratic gains in 2016 elections

Control of the 114
th

vs. 115
th

House

186-246

HOUSE RACES

194-241

November 9, 2016  |  Justin C. Brown and Alexander Perry

■ Democrats     ■ Republicans    ■ Independents          Vacant    

Control of the 114
th

House (2014-2016) Control of the 115
th

House (2016-2018)

Republican House Majority Republican House Majority

218 Needed 

for Majority

218 Needed 

for Majority
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Offense & Defense



Sen. Jim Inhofe (R-OK)



Government Affairs Team



What It’s All About

“…to meet with members of 

Congress [and their staff] to 

spread the word about all 

the good our industry does. 

From golf’s $70 billion 

annual economic impact to 

the 2 million jobs it creates, 

we aren’t at a loss for talking 

points. We have a great 

story to tell.” – GCM, May 2016

Nick Janovich, Oglebay Resort & Conf. Center

Wheeling, West Virginia

Scott Brickley, Bunker Hill Golf Course

Medina, OH



Ambassador Experiences

Chris Cook, Superintendent

Bailey Ranch Golf Club

Owasso, OK



Ambassador Experiences

Dan Wegener, Superintendent

Elmwood Golf Course

Sioux Falls, SD





By the Numbers

Total # of Ambassadors = 265

Goal for 2017 = 341 (80 or 20 per quarter)

States Completely Full

Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Montana, 

Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming

Senator pairings = 67/100
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Expect local 

action – we 

need your 

support!



We want 

your 

proactive 

ideas!



We want 

your 

GCSAA 

PAC 

feedback!



2017 National 

Golf Day – we 

want your 

presence!



We want 

50 BMP 

programs 

by 2020!



WIN-WIN-WIN:  

The Importance of Cooperation

Fundamentals of Industry-Agency Cooperation to produce 

Best Management Practices for Environmental Quality, Golfer 

Satisfaction, and Financial Return.

Dr. Michael Thomas

26 years with Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection



Why Coordinate with Agencies?

They know the laws, rules and limits, and may have the power to 
require, approve and deny, permits.  BMPs may be an alternative.  A 
permit allows limited pollution. BMPs reduce or prevent pollution.

Most agencies would much rather work with you to prevent problems 
than to regulate or do enforcement. It is a lot less work for everybody. 

Being known as “good guys”.  Having frequent contact with 
knowledgeable staff really helps when issues arise. 

Agency staff are a credible reference source for local governments. 
Also, some agencies have funding to publish BMP educational 
materials.



Clean Water Act of 1972

Section 303D required states to set Water Quality 

Standards, identify impaired waters, and report to EPA. 

It also required the setting of Total Maximum Daily 

Loads (TMDLS) and development of Watershed Plans 

to restore the waters to their designated uses.

From the mid 1980s to the 2000s EPA was sued for not 

enforcing this on the various states.  Federal courts 

issued consent orders against EPA and many states.



Why BMPs

During the watershed planning process, USEPA 

determined that Best Management Practices, or 

BMPs, were most cost-effective option to address 

most nonpoint sources of pollution, both agricultural 

and urban.

As states are completing TMDLs and developing 

watershed plans, industries that do not have BMPs 

already in place may find others prescribing BMPs or 

permits for them.



BMPs are:

The best ideas of the best superintendents.

Reflective of input from superintendents, design professionals, 

university faculty and agency staff 

Practical 

Economically feasible

Research based

Effective
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BMP Benefits

Reduced environmental impacts,

Efficient allocation of financial resources, 

Reduced maintenance expenditures, 

Improved worker safety,

Improved turf quality and golf outing experiences

Potential for reduced regulatory requirements



Nonpoint Source Management Programs

Present in all states, Federally funded through CWA Section 
319(h) USEPA Grants, 

Non-Regulatory,

State water quality agency or agriculture department, may 
provide 319h or other funds to publish manuals and for BMP 
demonstration sites.  

Can act as liaison to other regulatory units and agencies.

https://www.epa.gov/nps/state-contacts-nps-programs-your-area

https://www.epa.gov/nps/state-contacts-nps-programs-your-area


What do agencies need?

Open dialogue – ideas and facts, not positions

Progressive operators with ideas to share

Focus on principles. Many high-end golf courses have 
excellent staff with ideas for solutions, or already use them, but 
at smaller operations not everybody can afford the best.  How 
can we make it work for them?  

Admit problems, we can’t try to solve what we don’t know 
about.

Be open to research on your property, agencies need good 
data to make good decisions - No Data requires bigger safety 
margins.
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BMP Approval

Agency staff must be familiarized with golf course operations and 

turf management

Agencies may need to approve BMPs based on Best Professional 

Judgement 

Be involved in earliest discussions about manual development

On-site visits and discussions with superintendents and university 

extension about practices and problems.

Participate in workshops and meetings.
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Steps in BMP Manual Development

1. Identify Stakeholders

2. Identify Steering Committee and Workgroups

3. Create a strawman (very rough 1st cut, as a 
brainstorming aid)

4. Review, comment, revise, edit, - repeat cycle until 
satisfied

5. Field test draft BMPs to ensure feasibility
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Keys to Success

Focus on solutions, not blame

Operator Buy-in is essential.  No BMP can work if not implemented

Define success = more than 80% Implementation? (subject to state 
or local regulation)

Best BMP ideas come from industry

Researchers and agency staff can evaluate and refine ideas and 
provide data and assistance

Recognize that some BMPs may require significant capital planning 
or long term cultural changes to fully implement
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Thank You

For more information, please attend the 

BMPs: Why Now 

presentation Wednesday at 11:00 am. 

at the GIS Exhibit Floor Stage.



Rhett Evans

Chief Executive Officer

785-832-5193

revans@gcsaa.org
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